
 

Reindeer Games 

12” Finished pieced quilt block 

Tutorial by 
Bobbi Bridgeman for Snowy Days Quilting 

Designed for 
I Wish You A Merry Quilt-A-Long 

                 

Seam Test 

This block has many different size pieces coming together, so it is essential that your seam 
allowance is correct. Start by cutting two 2” squares of scrap fabric, and sew them together 
using your normal ¼” seam allowance. Press to one side, and measure the finished unit. It 
should be 3 ½” inches wide. 

If your unit is smaller than 3 ½” across, your seam allowance is too big. Try again with a 
narrower seam. 

If your unit is larger than 3 ½” across, your seam allowance is too small. Try again with a wider 
seam. 

Keep adjusting and testing your seam allowance until your unit measures 3 ½” across. Note that 
the size of the unit is much more important than measuring the seam allowance itself. Once it’s 
coming out right, you’re good to go. 

As we make the block, I will give you measurements for each step along the way. Double check 
your unit sizes as you go so you can fix any problems before they begin to compound. 



Page 2 – Reindeer Games www.snowydaysquilting.com ©2017 Snowy Days Quilting 
 

Fabric Requirements 

Blue: 
(12) 1 ½” square 
(2) 1 ½” x 2 ½” 
(2) 1 ½” x 3 ½” 
(1) 1 ½” x 6 ½” 
(1) 2 ½” x 3 ½” 
(2) 2 ½” x 7 ½” 
(1) 3 ⅞” square 

Brown: 
(3) 1 ½” x 2 ½” 
(3) 2 ½” square 
(2) 2 ½” x 8 ½” 
(1) 3 ⅞” square 

Tan: 
(2) 1 ½” x 2 ½” 
(1) 1 ½” x 6 ½” 
(2) 2 ½” square 

Red: 
(1) 2 ½” square 

White: 
(2) 1 ½” square 
(2) 1 ½” x 2 ½” 

Black: 
(2) 1 ½” square 

 

 

Stitch and Flip 

We will start by making the units that 
require the stitch and flip technique. This 
way they will be ready when we need them. 

Take the twelve 1 ½” blue squares and draw 
a diagonal line from corner to corner on the 
wrong side of the fabric. I used my pink 
Sewline ceramic pencil. You can use 
anything that doesn’t bleed through to the 
front. 
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Take one 2 ½” x 8 ½” brown rectangle and 
place two of the marked blue squares on 
the top corners, right sides together. The 
drawn lines should go to the outside edges 
of the rectangle. 

Sew just to the outside of your drawn lines. 
By sewing next to the line, you leave 
yourself enough fabric to reach all the way 
to the corner when you flip it over. Your 
stitch line should be closer to the corner 
than your drawn line. 

 

 

 

With your fingers only, gently fold back the 
blue fabric to make sure that reaches all the 
way to the corner. If the fabric doesn’t 
reach far enough, you need to sew farther 
from your drawn line (closer to the corner). 

 

 

 
 

Trim the excess fabric about ¼” from your 
seam line. I did this with scissors, but a 
rotary cutter and ruler also work. 

 

 

Press towards the brown fabric. This should 
measure 2 ½” by 8 ½”. 
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Using the same method, stitch and flip 
opposite corners on the two tan 2 ½” 
squares and two of the brown 2 ½” squares. 
Press towards the blue fabric. These should 
each measure 2 ½” square. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using the same method, stitch and flip one 
corner on each of the 1 ½” x 2 ½” tan 
rectangles. Make sure the angle that you 
stitch is opposite on the two rectangles. 
One of your lines should go from the top 
edge to the bottom right corner, and the 
other line should go from the bottom edge 
to the top right corner. Press towards the 
blue fabric. These should each measure 1 
½” x 2 ½” square. 
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Forehead 

We will be using all three of the brown units 
we just made: the two 2 ½” brown squares 
with opposite blue corners, and the 2 ½” x 8 
½” brown rectangle with the top blue 
corners. 

Sew the pieces together as shown. Your 
seams should nest where the triangles 
meet. Press towards the center. This is 
Rudolph’s forehead and ears. It should 
measure 2 ½” x 12 ½”. 

 

Eyes 

Sew the two black 1 ½” squares and white 1 
½” squares together. Press towards the 
black. These should measure 1 ½” x 2 ½”. 

 

 

 

 

Sew the white 1 ½” x 2 ½” rectangles to the 
black and white pair of squares as shown. 
Notice that the squares are oriented 
differently on the two pieces. This is needed 
for the eyes to be positioned correctly on 
the face. Press towards the pieced squares. 
These should measure 2 ½” square. 
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Take two of the brown 1 ½” x 2 ½” 
rectangles and the remaining brown 2 ½” 
square. Sew these together with the eyes as 
shown. Press all seams towards the brown 
fabric. This is the top of Rudoph’s face. It 
should measure 2 ½” x 8 ½”. 

 

Nose 

Take your blue and brown 3 ⅞” squares and 
cut them in half diagonally. Sew the blue 
and brown triangles together along the 
diagonal to form two half square triangles. 
Press towards the brown fabric and trim off 
the dog ears. These should measure 3 ½” 
square. 

 

 

 

Sew the remaining brown 1 ½” x 2 ½” 
rectangle to the red 2 ½” square. Press 
towards the brown fabric. This should 
measure 2 ½” x 3 ½”. 

 

 

 

Sew the two half square triangles to the 
nose as shown. Press both seams towards 
the center. This is the bottom of Rudolph’s 
face. It should measure 3 ½” x 8 ½”. 
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Assembling the Face 

Sew the top of Rudolph’s face, the 
remaining 2 ½” x 8 ½” brown rectangle, and 
the bottom of Rudolph’s face as shown. 
Press both seams towards the solid brown 
rectangle. This should be 7 ½” high by 8 ½” 
wide. 

 

 

 

Sew the two blue 2 ½” x 7 ½” strips to the 
sides of the face. Press both seams towards 
the blue fabric. This should measure 7 ½” x 
12 ½”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sew the forehead and ears to the top of the 
face. Press toward the forehead. You have 
finished Rudolph’s face! It should measure 
9 ½” x 12 ½”. 
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Antlers 

Sew the two blue 1 ½” x 2 ½” rectangles to 
the tan and blue 1 ½” x 2 ½” stitch and flip 
rectangles along the long edge as shown. 
Press towards the blue rectangle. These 
should measure 2 ½” square. 

 

 

Sew these units to the 2 ½” tan squares 
with opposite blue corners. Press towards 
the tan squares. These form the base of the 
antlers. They should measure 2 ½” x 4 ½” 

 

 

 

Sew together the blue and tan 1 ½” x 6 ½” 
strips along the long edge. Being extra 
careful not to stretch or bow the fabric, 
press towards the tan. The strip set should 
be 2 ½” high. 

 

 

 

Square up one side of the strip set, then 
sub-cut from the squared edge at 1 ½” 
intervals. You should have four blue and tan 
units that measure 1 ½” x 2 ½”. 
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Sew the blue and tan units in pairs as 
shown. Press towards the blue. These are 
the tops of the antlers. They should 
measure 1 ½” x 4 ½”. 

 

 

 

 

Sew the tops of the antlers to the base of 
the antlers as shown. Press towards the 
base of the antlers. Rudolph’s antlers are 
complete! They should each measure 3 ½” x 
4 ½”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sew the two blue 1 ½” x 3 ½” rectangles, 
the blue 2 ½” x 3 ½” rectangle, and the 
antlers together as shown. Press all seams 
towards the blue fabric. This should 
measure 3 ½” x 12 ½”. 
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Sew the antlers to the face and press 
towards the antlers. I found that it helped 
to pin this seam. Rudolph is complete! The 
block should measure 12 ½” square so it will 
finish at 12” square in the quilt.  

 
 

 

Congratulations! 

You’ve finished your Reindeer Games quilt block, and I can’t wait to see it! I would love for you 
to share it on social media with hashtags #iwishyouamerryqal and #reindeergamesquilt 
You can find me on Facebook and Instagram as @snowydaysquilting 

 


